South Man chester 
lawCentreHB 


584 Stockport Road, Longsight, Manchester Ml 3 ORQ 

“tlephone 0161 225 5111 Fax0161 2250210 

tinicom only) 0161 224 9478 email: odmin@smlc.org.uk 


Drop in service (no appointment needed) Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10 --12.3.0 only 
Telephone Monday to Friday 10-1 & 2 - 4.30 except Thursday mornings when we are closed 
please quote our reference in all correspondence. If telephoning please osk for 



1 John Harper Street 
Colchester 
Essex 
COl 1RP 

Dear Mr. Puxon, 

Re: Bujar Hysaj 

I enclose a photo of Mr. Hysaj as per our conversation. I’d be grateful if you could confirm 
whether he is a Rom on the basis of his looks. If he is then I would be grateful if it could be 
added to the report and e-mailed to me at work. If there are any problems please give me a 
ring at home. The phone number is 0161-225-9415. 


Yours sincerely, 
Sukhdeep Singh 




-cU\ 


Home Office 

Immigration and Nationality Directorate 
Integrated Casework Directorate 

Integrated Casework Directorate, P.O. Box 465, LEEDS, LS4 2UW 
Telephone 0870 606 7766 Fax 0113 386 5700 

Bujar HYSAJ ourRef H1023 947 

Date of Birth: 22.05.1971 YourRef 5^3/^- 

Nationality: Federal Republic Yugoslavia Date 22.05.2001 



Dear Mr Hysaj, 


REASONS FOR REFUSAL 

1. You have applied for asylum in the United Kingdom on the grounds that you have a 
well-founded fear of persecution in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo). In 
order to qualify for asylum under the terms of the 1951 United Nations Convention 
relating to the Status of Refugees, to which the United Kingdom is a signatory, an 
applicant must show that he has a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, 
religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion. 

2. The basis of your claim is that you fear reprisals from the Kosovan Liberation Army 
(KLA) as in March 1999 you were asked to join them and fight with them. You claim 
that you did not want to fight so you fled 

3. The Secretary of State has considered your application but for the reasons given below 
has concluded that you do not qualify for asylum. The Secretary of State has therefore 
refused application which is recorded as being determined on 22.05.2001. 

4. The Secretary of State has further considered whether your claim to have been ill 
treated in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo) constitutes a breach of article 3 
of the Human Rights Act 1998. 

5. You have applied for asylum in the UK on the ground that you fear persecution from 
members of the KLA/UCK for refusing to participate in military activities against the 
FRY authorities. The Secretary of State has carefully considered your application but 
considers that in view of the de-militarization of the KLA/UCK on 20 September 1999 
and the presence of the international peace-keeping force, KFOR, your fear of 
persecution is not well founded. 

6. The Secretary of State has noted your claims that the KLA have been chasing people 
who refused to join them. The vast majority of the e thni c Albanian people who fled or 
were forced out of Kosovo during the earlier months of 1999 would not have been 
involved in the fighting, and the Secretary of State does not accept that you would be at 
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STATEMENT OF BUJAR HYSAJ 


I am a national of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and am a Gypsy. I come from 
Kosova. I am a Majup which is the name given to settled Gypsies in Kosova. I am 
identifiably a Gypsy because of my dark skin. I come from generations of gypsies. 

I come from Pulvar in the town of Ubilic. Pulvar is the name given to a small area in 
the town of Ubilic. This is an area of about 20 houses. I have lived here all my life. 

My parents and grandparents also come from this village. I lived in a house with 
mother, father, 2 brothers ( aged 34 and 26/7) and 1 sister. I went to school for just a 
few years from the age of 6 to 9. 1 can only read and write a very few words. 12 of the 
houses in this area were occupied by Gypsies including ours. 

I live with Valentine Hysaj. Valentine is an Albanian and comes from a moderately 
well off local Albanian family. I am not formally married to her even though we call 
each other husband and wife. I am not formally marred to her because there is no way 
that a gypsy and an Albanian could have a formal marriage. We would only be able to 
go through the Gypsy way of marriage. This is just a celebration where the couple’s 
extended gypsy families and friends, etc, get together and enjoy themselves. In Gypsy 
eyes once this celebration has occurred the couple are married. I have never heard of 
agy court or other formal marriage ceremony being held. 

j met Valentine in April 1998. 1 met her through my work. I am an occasional builder 
and was building a wall at her parent’s house. I had seen here before as she lived 
locally but only started speaking to her after this time. We then started courting, in the 
only way we could. This was in total secret. We could not go out anywhere as a 
couple so used to meet a few times - maybe every 2 weeks or so - and talk. We 
always met at night and in total secret. Even my family did not know what I was 

Valentine and myself were aware that we were living very dangerously in that if any 
Albanian guessed that we were going out together I would have been killed and 
Valentine ostracised from Albanian culture. 



Albanians would not have accepted our relationship because I am a Gypsy. Gypsies in 
Kosova are marginalized. Both the Albanians and the Serbs hate us. The Albanians 
locally hate us more because there are more of them here then the Serbs. Albanians 
have always assumed that we are on the side of the Serbs whereas the Serbs have just 
mostly ignored us. We have always been discriminated against and have always been 
given us the hardest jobs and the worst treatment. I am an occasional builder and 
worked more for Serbs than Albanians. I got better treatment from the Serbs rather 
then the Albanians. They gave us better jobs and better wages. 

We never socialised with Albanians or Serbs. I have never been to a Serbian or 
Albanian house as a guest. 

I only socialised with other gypsies. 

I left Kosova in March 1999. 3 people came to the end of the garden at mid-morning. 
My parents, sister and myself were in the house. My brothers were not there. My 
father met them at the Garden gate and spoke to them. I asked him what they had 
spoken about and was told that they were from the KLA and had wanted the 3 sons to 
fight for them against the Serbs. My father said that they would probably accept one 
of us just to prove that our family was on their side and not the side of the Serbs. 

My brothers and myself met later and it was agreed that they should flee and that I 
should remain behind to consider joining the KLA. I didn’t want to do this ( join the 
KLA ) but wanted to have time to meet Valentine before I made a decision on what to 
do. 

We hadn’t really spoken to each other about our long term future but knew that it 
would not be in Kosova. I spoke to her on the evening that my brother had left and 
asked her to come with me away from Kosova. She agreed immediately and we then 
disappeared from Pulvar. 

We cannot go back to Kosova both because of the fact that I am a Gypsy and also 
because of the fact that I am involved in a mixed marriage. 




Finally I did not put down that I was a Gypsy on the initial statement that I sent in 
because I didn’t tell anyone including my representative that I was a Gypsy. I finally 
told him a few days before the interview. I didn’t tell him before because I was scared 
of letting the Albanian community in Manchester know that I was a Gypsy. 




INTRODUCTORY INFORMATION 


HO Reference 

HM239TT ^^5^3 fz~ 

Port Reference 


Name 

HYSAY ' 

Other Names 

Buyar 

Nationality 

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo) 

Date of Birth 

22 nd May 1971 

Detention Centre/TA expiry date 


Current Address 

Flat 1 

10 Ash Tree Road 

Crumpsall 

Manchester 

Last Address in Country of Origin 

BfllvarVtHage C^uvcs , 

Prishtina 

M&othfcsfter 

Interview Location 

Leeds Waterside 

Interview Date 

0.V S O'- 

Interviewing Officer 

Diane Gray 

Language of Interview 

Albanian 

Dialect of Interview (where relevant) 


Interpreter 

Mr LkrffeT CcaVvCc, 

Start Time 

10.00am 


■ yourself and the interpreter! 


Do you understand the interpreter? 


Are you ready to be interviewed in 

JL. (NVOc^vo. 

Are you fit, well and ready to be 

interviewed today? 

Name of representative 
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1 have had my name(s), nationality and date 
ir'-'rmation is true. 

of birth read back to me and 1 declare that this 1 

/n _ 

Signature of applicant: 

/ 

izS 

A 


1 




Explanation of Procedures 



I I would ask your representative not to interrupt during the course of the interview. If they wish to make 
| any comments they will have the opportunity to do so at the end of the interview 


Curtailment warning <in-country cases only) 
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INTERVIEW RECORD SHEET 
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Question 

Reply 

1 

2 

3 

Who completed the 
SEF/questionnaire you 
returned to us? 



So you are fully aware of its 
contents? 



Are you happy that it explains 
all the reasons why you wish 
to claim asylum? 



M- 
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INTERVIEW RECORD SHEET 
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INTERVIEW RECORD SHEET 
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Question 

Reply 
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CONCLUDING QUESTIONS 
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FINAL PAGE 


Cases where Self-Completion SEF submitted 


Applicant’s Declaration 


I have been informed that the purpose of this interview was to obtain further details on 
the information which I provided in the Self-Completion SEF. I have understood the 
questions put to me and was given the opportunity at the end of the interview to make 
further comments. 


^ s Signature 

Officer’s Signature 

Representative’s Signature 




Interview concluded at: 

lO-Sfc • 
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